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Mr. Lansing and the President'!
"Triumph."

"The Globe"1 Myi that The Tribune is

tho "victim of m'sunderstiui'iings" in

holding that Secretary Learning, in his,
letter of Januar-/18 last to the Allied Pow¬

ers, Indorsed the latoat German riaw of

the chftrn»'ter of armed merchantmen.

The mlFundcri-inr.dtrg of Mr. Frinsing'fl
position Is nil on "The Globe'?*' Fide.

It maintains thai Mr. Laaatl g*l **Ofl*eav
tfon to Gi*eat Britain and France that they,
disarm thsir merchantmen, so as to dispose,
«of the contention that submarines are

obliged fa self-protect ion to attack witb
ont ntrtlce or warning, did not commit him

to the theory that the rules of interna¬

tional law can be changed during a war

except by general agreement among heilig
erentii ar.d neutrals. True enough. Wl en

Mr. Lansing presented this proportion to

the Allied Powers he was merely acting as

an Intei-roediary peeking to bring almut a

new Tnot-ins viyenih simp.sed to be r.f bene¬

fit to all concerned. The Tribune did nut

base Its criticism of him on that pari of
his letter of January 18.
The FecTetai-y of State Paid in the body

of his commnnlcntion: "It would tlu re-

fore appear to be a reasonable and re¬

ciprocally just ¦.rangement if it could be
agreed by the opposing belligerents thai
submarines should be caused to adhere
strictly to the rules of international law
in the matter of stopping and searching
nrerehant voséele, drterminimr their bellig¬
erent nationality and removing the crews

and pa'-sengers to places of Safety before
sinking the vessels as prizes of war, and.
that merchant vessels of belligerent na-1

tionality should be prohibited from carry¬

ing any armament wha1
In presenting this ; .. ¦¦ »

. Mr. Lan¬
sing did not commit our go the
change in international law which
poped. exTpt on the l.;.-iç of an act

of the change by other neutral v

ments anil by all the belligerent«-. We
agree so far with "The Globe" that "the
fact that he addressed Great Britain and
France and asked them to consent to g

change in the existing rule implied that
he recognised what was the existing rule
and that it could not be ehanged without
general consent."
But what about the postscript tn Mr.

Lansing's letter? Ln that he was not talk¬

ing about an alteration in international
law to be made by all the nations con¬

cerned, but of an alteration to be made by
the United .--tatos, acting singly arl i .

itt* own responsibility.
Here is what he wrote: "I should add

that my government is impressed with the
reasonableness of the argument that a

merchant vessel earn, ing an aimantent of

any sort, in view of the character of
submarine warfare and the defensive
weakness of nnderraa craft, should be
held to he an auxiliary einiger ard so

treated by a neutral as well as by a bellig¬
erent government, and is seriously con¬

sidering instructing its officials accord¬

ingly."
This was a prediction of a change of

policy on tho part of the United
wholly in lino with the arguments made

by the German Government Berlin was

trying to «¿how that thi rules of interna¬
tional law ought to be modified to meut

new conditions in tva. warfare. Ti." Gi
man Government wanted to be able to

justify the sinking of merchant ihipi
armed for define».' ori the ground that

though being ostensibly arme..} for defence
they were alno armed, eo far a? submarines
were concerned, for a highly damaging
offence, and were therefore subject to
being treated not as merchantmen, but nv

auxiliary cruiseru.
Mr. Lansing said that the United

(¿ovemmer.t was "seriously considering"
accepting the German contention and ap¬

plying it for Germany's benefit. If be
and President Wilson had given orders to
the collectors at American portg to treat
armed mrr,«bn«-.tmen as auxiiinry warships,
tho American rontention that m

have a right to travel on armed merchant¬
men would have been wholly aban.

In his ie»*rr of February 24 to »Senator
Rtone the President denied that he had
any eu^h »altering ir.tcrna-
tional law as Secretary Lansing bal at¬

tributed to our government. He com¬

plained that his efforts to n.nln»ain neu¬

tral rlph'-i wer« being hamn.«r»d by talk
in CorigTi-ss about wsrning Amer.cans not
to travel on armed merchantmen.
But Congress had rri j«owrr, by passing

concurrent resolutions of warning, to

change tho status of armed mercha-
or even to prevent Amerlcars from exer¬

cising the right to take passage on th«*rr).
The only real waiver of that right tout
propoa«»i la Washington aras ths waives
which Mr. Lansing «Mid »thai '..'" Depart»
ment was "itliouily considering."

Goagrceg took no ->tep to aiu r Interna¬
tional law and 1
U Biter H
'ÏÀr- '' Adrninii.',
had the ft ... r |
Fernand for a cfcaagl .«« d
»trongly la fsvor of making, Ü rou|

o-rvn Individual action, the cor.cessi
usted upon by Germany.

Mr. Wilson'a "triumph" erver Coi
on the armed merchantmen Isiue the
sinks into in si «¿mi fieanee compared wi

triumph over Secretary I»ar.sir,g'a
macy, of which he was himself the

H" was anal»led to vrrito w}
did to Senator »Stone only by repud
what Mr. Lansing, on his behalf
written in the posf-cript of the com

cation of I rbninry IS to the Allied
ernments.

Afraid of a Real Budget
It is evident that the Legislature

to take any gbeps toward (mating a b
system for this state. Improverner,
the methods of handling the appr«
ti«->n bi!h there probably will be. Se

plai for a 1 " . latore-m*u!e a

P r a 11 «. r bill, to which the Governor
contribute ragjcttettona, to be com'

r.nd »submitted to the« Legislature in £

time for full discusión before adj'
ment, would certainly represent pro
over conditions existing heretofore. Se:
Brown's proposed constitutional an

ment, miscalled a "bu<lg«st plan," *¦

also be nn improvement.
There is nothing in either of

tchemea, though, which would nccess

check the inevitable "pork" items. £
tor Sage's bill would assure greater
licit y for appropriations; Senator Ero
M heme would necessitate a two-thirds
for the "pork" bills. Some gren'er 1

than either of these palliatives is n

f-ary to protect the State Treasury.
The only logical, complete bu

scheme laid before the Legislature
year -the only one which contained
essential features to projet the sti

dollars so fur as they can be p:*otc
by the operation of a system- cano i
iie laurean of Municipal Bcsearch. ,

provided for the submission to the I.«

latan of a Governor-made budget, ac<

panied by an estimate of the state's
Come for the fiscal year. The I»egisla
would be required to discuss this and n

hanges, each house sitting in commi
of tlie whole. Thus wide publicity w«

be assured to the proposed approp
tions. No im.«-ease in items might
made; any increase» would have to

made in separate bills, of course sub
t.> veto. Thus the ("ovcrnnr would h

Coi Iri'l of th« Biz« of the year's approp
tiona, a power commensurate with the.

-rponafbility which the public puts a

him.
Of course it would be expecting

much to hopo that a Lcgis'ature made
of ordinary power-loving, advantage-'?»'
il g politicians would have patriot
enough to relinquish their prc-cnt. post
i'i favor of such a scheme, or confide

iragh in any Kxecutive to give him
power to fix a minimum for appropi
tions. That would be sma«hing the "p
barrel" in earnest.

Vet such a Fcheme presents the sole h
of the sta'e's ever achieving anything
.-embling genuine economy in the handl
of funds. The Sa*j*e id«a, the Brown id
the Whitman idea -the last ono thro
into th« discard by the Intiignant l»ec
lnt;ue--are timid little improv«*ments oi

rotten system which fosters extravaeai

and waste. That system isn't to
changed because it is a part of polit
and the legislator.* aie politic,
nt'cd the state'a money to help out th

political s«-hem«

Bookselling.
M». Temple Scott has been disettes.

in "The Pttbliahere' Weekly" the uncí

tain and devious roads by which the pi
liaher reacho«- h>*- pnblic not the bu*j
of best-sellers, but the buyer of the boo
which he ought, to read and does i

know about-. To be ««ire. in a way. t

looks we ought to read usually reach
sooner or later, but there s the rub. Ka
,.aid that after a hundred years he won

be more widely read than in h'S ov

lifetime; 60 snid Stendhal, and both v.e

right.
But in this predicted posthumous pop

laxity there was :.o consolation whatev
for their publishers quite the rever.-

The works of George Bernard Shaw en

.i total lt*>es to the house which first intr
¦.¦1 them In this country; another fir

tuuk tin-in out ut, literally, the paycholofj
cal moment. Nine booksellers out of t«

refused to invest in Professor Bceg-r
wh«m he was first translated, yet he four
hia public overnight. Perhaps l.e wi
not be so widely read a hundred yeai

o, but that i*- a matter which his pul
lisher-. can contemplate with erruanimity

That the publishing business Is an ii
numerable number of enterprises in on«

that a book on psychology, a volume r

poem« and a novel by Mrs. Barclay hav
nothing in common except their ratwar
...ppe&ríu.' « ; thai the l>ookseller rnnnr

possibly aicquaint himself intimate!- wit
v»ares he Belli all these considera

ni are commonplace!-. "I want a top
of Professor Mahaffy's e'say on convers.-i

tion," said a customer in a bookirtore, no

M loTg ago. "We don't have him." wn

.he sweet answer, "but w« have 011en
do'ff." Add to this the ignorance of th
majority of book buyers of what the;
want, let alone whnt they should read
and the difficulties hc-et'iru* the pr-.'h 0

the publisher become plain. "N'ow I mus
gfti something for F.lla." Faid one swee

' on Christmas shopping hen*. "Civ«
' ¦ book/* httt companion

"N'>; «he has a book." That setik-i it
Mr. Scott wants to educate the bock

thg p Iit> and the pul.li-.hor. S'«

Ilight task. Some time ago book.-ellinj
'whk proposed as a liberal profefsiou for
v.-. men, to be studied »erio«i«'y. It take«

'. «rr<« to pr'.fiuce a really compe'ent
took clerk, end, exeapl In »» f«sw tsuaa,
" . M-wards «re ko small that the industry
and talent -pp!i«.d wmld find far better
«.«¦mp« «. « earhere. Mr. Scott d»ie«

applk atii pari
I Ort I) '«'111 ','. ,;i,*h

derk to » a ,. rharge «if only on« I
bo it bi'ipmphv, children's book» or

'iioroiigllly Vet

this seems to be the only solution eo far
as the retailer is concerned.
What then? Revolutionize tho ecience

and the art of book advertising, lays Mr.
Scott. Fie has In his mind's eye s genius
who will lay out an advertising campaign
for each individual book according to the

to which its appeal || made. That
N'apoleon of book advertising will provide
tho salesman on the road with the proper
information; he will give the "retailer the
neces«ary material for talking with some

degree of knowledge about its contents;
and he will awaken the public *o the im¬

portance of the book about to be offered it
It is a magnificent idea. Only, as "The

Publishers' Weekly" drfly observes, when
tho publisher has found this advertising
genius he will not be able to keep him
long. For the genius will take tmto
liimself a partner, start publishing him¬
self and grow rich beyond the dreams of
avarice.

Still. Mr. a-^cott's two papers sre sure

*o be widely read. They are another step
in the right direction, toward that seien-,
tifie organization of tha publishing busi-j
ress. in all Its c-mmercial branches of¡
which it so sadly stands in need.

Damns, Past and Present
It will be a sad day for English spen';-

mg people« when the fiction that '"damn"
is real cussin' is thoroughly exploded. The

English language Is peculiarly poor, a3

compared with the romance lanpruageg, in
moderate Imprecations. With the excep-
tlra of "damn," what is there which a

gentiernan in a hurry may wrap his tongue
about to check his fall, as it were? TV-

cry, "The devil!" is to rest the burden 9Í
righteous wrath on too slender a reed. To!
shout "Hell!" is to touch bottom. "F.amn"
Is really the only adequate and convenient

compromise between silence and depths of
articulation unprintable.
Of course, tho dictionary In all candor

betray« the inherent Innocence of this ex¬

plosive. It points out that in Latin, Old
French and Middle English, whence it bai
descended to us, "damn" occupied an hon
ored but commonplace niche in popular
speech. The King James version of the
Bible employs it freely. But fortunately,
the revised version, jealous, perhaps, of
the arord'l enhancement of ValtJO in mod
em usage, substitutos "condemn" in ea*rh

instance That Is tho proper spirit. Th ¦

fine edge of its expressiveness should BOt
be blunted by needless employmen*.
By the same token we deprecate the pub¬

lished discovery of the Har-ard numis«
matistl that the original "dr-.mn." tho an¬

cestor of the Latin and Old French and
Middle English form*«, was merely the
name of a Persian coin. It was used than,
but without the "n," M the report may be
credited, to designate the smallest, most

insignificant of the media of exchange.
Xot to »are a dam in those days meant

what it does to-day, but for tha' un«

increment of pep and punch, that flavor of

raciness wi'h which age and maturi»
at .1 an "n" have clothed »thi M

«syllable. It is this which give« || a vigor
whose value can no longer be measured in
Persian Hams. What a pity if it should
lo«e n tithe of thrs through a lach of re¬

spect for its powers of spiritual injury 1

A ilinriaçe of straw hs's Is BOW pri
because th«? makers, lacking peroxide, won't
ho ab!" te hlraih the tima! quantity ' streu
If the shortage. e"<*enrls to inclnde peroxide
blonde*, war's horrors >vill have some offset

*a '! Villa r*"0""« * more grtfai dodgei than
Ar '

The Sword.
To \rtii«! Must ye be butchered h

beds
Before the trumpet r-tirs yon'.' Most ye

snore

'Against the shrapnel, and cry out "Who'«-
therc!"

To dynamite? Ye matter in your llee]
The watchwords of a spirit that is dead,
"'America." ye cry, "does lead the world."
"Star of the West, and Ark of Liberty,"
"And Duty.Duty".still the talk

moans on,
The drunkard reaches for his cup of

-.ant.
this universe were made of words

And we ¦ soul tha* »Chaos ro.-k«« to sleep'

To Arms! The sword we draw was

bathed in Heaven
While yet the stars ware young. Iti

lilade is bright.
Ami Courage i' its name. A sword! A

sword!
0 Great Physician, heal our cowar.iie

Give us the sword!

'Behold the I.oom of Life! The shuttle
flies

In weaving all the nations ceaseleggly,
An«! binding every thread. Your heart

and mine
A-e *trands In Europe's fate. Yet. in¬

ward fears
Whisper we have no portion In this war-
Bid us rejoice in our Fool's Paradise
Where Europe cannot come. O fond

excuse
Tl .* will not stem the onset f «.he world'
Shame sets her flag in every hones* cheek.

And crie«, Beware!

My friends, my countrymen,
Fur ope it here. Our quickest rond to

health
1« t.. accept her. Whe'her she shall come

In arms against u«, or in bond of peace,
\\ ith us against the enemies of mankind
Whe'her we arm to aid a tortured race.

Or arm t'» we OUT children In the night.
The sword will flash. I b'.ess the thought

of It.
Thus shall we wake, grow msr,!r, t-i'-e

our place
UnshsTied among tliB nations of the earth.

jon\' JAY CVAFafAl

The Man.
¦.' . Tribune.
regs I aie s

BOSI Oit fer our p
Unit ». need Is trït men. ne' r. min

a: ni rr < OMINI
Htm i'erv. MsrcB 9, f»!«.

VERDUN
.

A Rhapsody by One Who Was
There Lately.

To the Edites of The Tribune.
»Sir: I veal ail over Verdun last «ummar.

bot on the Bnderstandiag that I should not

«rite abo-i* «».I.a: I saw that is. in detalLi
But the battle BOW going on is so important]
from the point cf view of publie opinion,
stock msrV; te, etc.. that I think I may fairly

I the general impr<*ss'.ons which I carried
away »nth me:

! rat -if the dtv and «o-<-all«d fortree« of
Verdun «hould fall, It m«an« no mere than

th« loaa of a ten-acre lot. If the German«!
have gained ground, It is becaus« th« Fr«neh
hav« only put np «uch a percentage of reaiat-
snee aa aeemed worth while to them.
Second- Th« lntrenchmenta end entangle¬

ment« batk of Verdun ere Jn»t ea Important
a« those In front of It

Third -Any position which th« French «".-

cid* to hold at ail cost« n a politlón which

«annot be taken by th« German«. Th« (1er-

mem might juit a« Orell try to m«ke a «ilk
purse out o* a sow's ear.

Fourth.American!, a «mail percentage of
whom are really interested in this war, should
remember that war Itself could hardly exist
if It wasn't fer the French. It la an art and
s passion of which th»y btb past maatera.
fiod b!«"»s them! The terms of war, the
names of thing« used In w«r, «re French. If
at e.ctpt Galahad (who was really a ".'rendi-

Baaa), our best heroes are French.Roland,
Bavard, Joan of Arc.end thess wonderful
people wer« not eireptlons; they wer« and are

typ»s
J'/'h.The Freneh are «o wonderful that to

be alive In th« ami world with them is a

privilege. GOUVERNEtTB MORRIS.
Ke« York, March 6, 1P16.

An Explanation Wanted.
To th« Mltei cf The Tribune.

Sir: Teat editorial comment that N«w

York '"iiy will echo thi query of Bonjamin
C Marsh to the I ity Club trustees, "What
is the t iiy Club going to do about Mr.

SbonteT" bccms to m« most t'mely.
There in e- idently something wrong; with

th«- «¦ edition of a cuno organization «uch as

the City i lob when one of Its member« Is

s«|oelched h aeon s» h« ask« for Informa¬
tion r-ganlmc the action of the trustees and of

a eomfl tt. t of the club on an Important pub-
.».i-tion, such as th« dual aubway con¬

tract». And i' Boema to me th«» club is not

entitled to any consideration on the psrt of

and Ita pronaoneetnenta on public
quest oni are apea to inapiciefl when they
male Bslatakca, »s they hav«. don« with re

gard t., tha «-easOBS BSaignad for eNpelling
membership.

I hav» e« «¦.'. ro sta'ement in th«a paper»
frnru the giving any inkling of
the conferences of truste».» srith finan-

-'«.».i t-i "g«-»«log ayer"1
tli.-ir contracta. Alto, I would hi»«» to know

why » poses a refereadam en the
. iw 1 ¦*¦'. Good policy,

as well sa b pre ei senas sf self«respect,
" f opinion, leal the club to take

the public mora Into I « confidence, row the
gialstire eotntaittee has lifted

d on those transll contracts, and should
.- . :: g a rrier-ilier for ask

11,-_r foi can bol canas «n out-
; ib doea no* believe in

questiei « by i'«,
.i « PUMPELLT.

, Mai

Roosevelt or Defeat.
Editor « -me.

I eruln ho¡ir lbs
i« will give i'-...-; aa a

sida ' tha polil cal queal oí heodors
Rooaavelt has too long been blimH for the

spilt of I91S, for which certain Republu-in
lera were solely re*poüsible. The «ame

.i party boaatta Flame« a*

the head . BO nor,. They are

Hop-svelt'a ntle a| »a Root':
-. - [| deesa't fit!), Roosevelt's words

»nd aantimenta in Root's mouth 'witness his
.r/ to foist

Root or Hughe« upon the «"hicsgo conven¬

tion, «there being

s r« ' renewal of the split
i widening Democrat«

I «.f v hieh
ewe to t iosS eminent Re¬

publican Ml( 0 .«.<*. even now piar.*
for the second time

.o .-a disaatrons defeat!
A disaatrena and certain defeat! Per

whether ts, a« before, or the
électorale the American people.-elect 'I lieo-
'doiae Kseeevelt on a third party ticket as

we rrofjrc«*! e» Confidently expect1. It will
mean "goodby te tha 0 0 P " forever!

If, ""TANLEY.
Washington, D C. Man h 4. ltlt

Money Value of Patriotism.
i Editor « '..ne.

B r¡ Ir. The Tribuna of the 4th Mr. i p,

th«* subj-rt of pensions.
I BOT 11 - .-. Pi K co, arid do not

feel that our Bervieee eri'i'1« us «o snv re

«rard the i ipe of pensions.
Mr. Sbinn may «-ay that the bill applies te

Hg cant* only, but ena has only to look
the ( '.'-.; fnsion roll to find out

al a' will l appea inter.
Representa) rea who are. against aa «de-

quati' army ar.d navy ««rill vor,, for axtrava«
gant pensions With the idea, «ppnreniiy, o'

not g.ve us the
and training ouiselvss,

but prefer to boy our good will afterward.
I am not against pensions to deserving

thia wholesale îeward
a wbe sol lateered. Il is toe bad that
anno«, shew their patriotism without

pu'.t.ng a money value on It Few of ua de-
lerve this reward, and I hope you will con-
Unas your tight agaiasl thia form of pork
barreL A. R. LIVINGSTON,

I.atr Captain 1st Volunteer Lngmeers.
Maren $, 1016.

Real Help for Unemployed.
e ! ».'or , ' The Trih'jne.

Bin Bines the «problem of urrrnpl*-. raeal
always Chronic and often acute, has for year»
Iren the ta Ii of th« ttswt and many mighty
rn« a have added columns of figures 'o »how
bow large a Sambar of poor people «r» jfet-
Hag B taw des!, I feel like asking a <}<:.

After taking considerable time to investl-
gate i have been «h!« to îeam of only on«

¡movement that aims at a direct and efficient
method of aiding th« man eat of work with¬
out forcing him to accept aim«. Thia 1« th«

al of the I tee ea Industrial and
.ce for th« I Bemployed to estah-

lieh a permaaeat «.».rkthop «» it h appropriât«
tree,

a .-f .-« common-senae aolutien
I they »r« ofenng for a long-troublasom« prob-

hoai mere cf their prog-
re«»*
U aeeau te me that th« r.«wsp«pers snd th«

In g- serai al sold give attention to ths
I- and back i.p un. mavemeSji that aims
le labstitate sction for talk.

i. G1E-30RY ITrTFTriiD.
N-rw T«tt*V, March 8, Ifll

ITALY'S POSITION EXPLAINED

She ¡Oca. .1 *. Pow», Opp..«- »o *^^^_^12^B__. C_-*O«.,P^«°££-ASÍA! A" W.II B. W».. **

To the Editor of The Trlbune.
S'.r: My Italian Interlocutor Is not a bo

black, nor is he s prince; bat ss he elal
friendly relations with St leait three Mag
thoie of Italy, Serble end Montenegro
roust not eraberrsss him by revealing
identity In connection with whit he seid.

"Italy hu been celled the enly '»'..--.

among the Allies," qooth he. "The fact

ihe Is the wisest snd steadiest of them i

and tho others would do well to follow 1

advice and her example. As you have mi

a slogan of 'Safety First,' io hare we

'Border Defence First' We were opposed
the Gallipoli expedition, the only object
¡««.hich was to get to Constantinople befe

the Runisns did. because we deemed H wli

to concentrate all efforts on border defer
than to weaken the reseñes behind the lin

of defence bv sending troops on a side *

¡pedition. Gallipoli was * fallare. The e

iwer to Gallipoli is Verdun.¦
Rather cryptic, that; bat an explanetl

¡wss forthcoming.
"If Verdón holds onf, the German atta

there will be the first of a furious aeries, n

only on the P*ranco-German front, but on ti

¡Austro-Italien front as well. The Teuto

cannot afford to stay in their trenches at

longer; they must now win or be beate

The Tçr-y factor which m-J-es time a valuab
lasset to the Allies, namely, their command
¡the world's markets, laya them open, no

that approaches the end of the second yei
nf a war Intended by Germany to last bi

a few monthi, to attacks delivered with
.e;,»nce born of «-hat the «.l-rmans call 'No

[ Necessity'. Neither rYanc« nor Knglan
foreiaw that, end Rusiia Is the only one c

the Allies who can afford to loi*» more Ian

than what the enemy already oecuple
Ita'y foresa-v it even before ehe Joined th

Kntentc Powers. That ia why ihe oppose
the Gallipoli campaign; that is why she» po«
sersed herself, In that riist «grand dash In"

summer, of those positions In the Alp
whence an Austrian invasion of Italy wh

long planned and would hare been possible
that Is why she has since devoted all he

efforts to fortifying thoie positions eo a

to rwduce tho danger of Invasion to a mit.i
mum, foregoing tho satisfactions of speetacu
lar feats of arms for the mors Importan
rvjrpose; that Is why Italy, BOppOBSdly th'

most hotheaded of the Allied nations, is il

reality the wisest.

"However, st a certain moment Italy du

contemplate a Balkan campaign, because foi

years past she haa realised how greatly th(
interests of the Western Powers were men

aeed ir. th«, H-.lV.nrrs, an»l becnuse she wn?

the only one who did not undervahi* those
ínteres'.». She it was who first proposed the

Allied expedition through Salónica, at a time

when It had every chance of succ»a.« for rea

pona of self-interest, If you like, more than
for the sake of the Serbians. The Serbians
nre better off anywhere, under any conditions,
than they are in their own country. I know,
i.rcar.ne I hav« been In Serbia, un my own

behalf and on behnlf of my government Tie-

.irlen, up bad our well-founded BUSpicions
-¦"!>,n '.».«. playing into the heads of the

Teutons, in exchange of pronii^en for the fut¬

ure, when a'ter her initial victory over Aus-
tr.a she withdrew her troops south ar.'l wssi

ward, ir.itead of making them hold the r.t

with a!! their might
"No, not for the sake of Serbia did

propose a Balkan campaign, but tor the i

of the Allies' general scheme, which we

accused of leaving ont of our accounts.
France and England did r.ot see eye to

with us then; and later, when they adop
our original plan, we did not see eye to

with them in the matter, because w» kne*

was too late. When Bulgaria Joined
Teutons we knew that Serbia, attacked fi

t-o f'.les and threatened from a third, co

r.o longer be saved, because there was no ti

.for aÙM.ua'e préparation. Clemenceau *

the Oaly StatesWan in Kranee or England *¦

indorsed the views of Italy. I need not po

out who was the wiser, Taris and London
Rome.
"Why did we i«ot at least aave poor lit

Montenegro? Boor little Montenegro *

|sold to t'n» Teutons. This Is not fancy. I

n fact I can personally vouch for. The vi

'Minister who, the other day. issued such

flamboyant declaration of Montenegrin loya!
to th» Allie» «said to me eleven years a«

'valien I was tn Montenegro on a governme
mission: MYhat we need is money. If Its

won't give us money, we know well enou

where to go for it!'
"Even rf we had not known Montenegro

be po'd t.. 4astriS| what could *-i have do
for her at the late hour when the enen

surrounded her from all aides? Cur eti

calculated that our aid. In order to be of at

use at all, would have to amount to 800,0«
men and nearly half the artillery pieces no

protecting our Alpine pontioni. We cou

hardly ipare »*o many troops and «guni. Bi

had we sent then» across the Adriatic whi

would have happened? Ihe men woold ha»

been slaughtered or driven Into the íes bi

fore t!i"y could set up their gum.
"One can't very well picture the conditior

in Montenegro If one bssn't peen them. The»

are, one may say, no roads, no bridge
scarcely «ny houses. Cettiajo is h village o

t.1 DO h.nils. At the coronation festivities, i
1910. i.* which I was present, there were abou
tit'teen hundred foreign visitors In the capita
U here were they put up? All but a few ha
to lodge ,n teats. Where would Montenegr
have h« ii-od our arm;. ..;' {»90,0001 Tents ar

not sufficient protection in the mountain

during the raw v inter season. In the Alp
we have built village after village of pton<

and wood houses, well heated with «tuvcH am
well supplie,! with adequate food, for our de

fenders, of whom not on« || now reduced to i

frn.l eanraa shelter. But villages do «not ri*
by mngic out of the rock, and nothing short o

magic could lave quickly enough providet
ever, the roughest tort of abode ¡"or our ami)
in Montenegi s.
"Then the guns. In ""to."« Italy presente«!

Montenegro with a lot of her old discarde.j
guns, of ail calibre, to be s»t. up on the moun

?»ins, wiiere they could still he useful enough
for purpose! of defence. I saw the roads
;<. ¦! bridges after the guns bad pasted. The
r«.sd«i WOK dit.lies, and not one bridge wa¬

ttiere left that had not erumbled under the
of the artillery piece«.. To think <»f

tras porting modem cannon in Mon-
terie^-r.-, without llrst building ways for them
to pa*.i over would be ihe height of folly.
I roads and bridges can no more be.
built over nig it than village«. If Italy had

00,000 men. with nothing but portable
tentl for shelter, to face the big Skodas with

and bayoaetd for sole defence, ihe

would have made herself guilty. »*^sale murder of her own «on«. '"V
"Any one who has the lea«t MH,,

tions esat of th« Adriatic muit -«.»¦'"^Serbia and Montenegro were da«,,?«'France and England refuted to *. ,.*¦
gcncy of a Balkan expeditiea ir»a*:
after the first Serbian .,-... r.ei. jvj^JSAllies were able to do later, n« ¿?l
good will on their part, could 4s?*en*«î-flsnch«. *.»

*t\t fur «» Italy U cor,-»«--,»", ,«,,.
upon the Teutonic in»«sion of tin «v?
with ruuanimity. If the i entrai Po» I

.¦nous in the end, they «»ill dialt-s*!
Ralkana in approved Tent« ni« fiihi»,^whethei they occupy the :., d or n«t, j^
are beaten an the r we -, rn, eaiter« »«.*
pine fronts the» ¦» ha e to »itK^,«*
every inch <¦' ten toi .' m fado*,*them to retain. Meat-while, by th« «sjlj
of the.r v Ictorie« and invssiena, th»» [jj
ping their o»n strength, harming taaa»V
much more than they harm the «ttanj
France and Britain can with comblt.»^
prevent the Germana from breakin-tw
the western front; if Italy «-an r,ol4«j,7?
triana where they are in the Alps, «"-v.
am confident «he will, without sny tnt,
fensive on our r««rt, the i entrai Pi*»»»*!
all but beaten. Then we will deal th««,
final blow in the Balkan«: Kuiiiif»«,.*
ieia ami the Black .Sea, perhaps «T»n Un.
Turkey, who i« siread) crying rWgJ
France and England from the'r «vir-it-t-».
ruing base at Salónica; and Italy fteat
banis. At pr««»"it **e have si Avlo-»,^
of 250.000 men. including a great niait
naturalised Albanians amor.tr o ft certsi«;«,
.¦at.'«, who »pesW the IsngUSgS of tai',
and ar« now training nati\« tr«o-»t *
are to join us. There cannot be a driy*.
that such a concerted thruit *»!ll rt-,
Serbia to the Serbians.
"A« for Montenegro, I thins »lita««*

B-rrco that she must lose her «everi!«-»»».,
become a prevlnee af th« i >*rh\a.

.'To «how you how jealous »e Italia«.-.
of Serbia as a rival power on th» ktnt,
let me point to th« mar: 11, ar« tn«
willing, but indeed anxious, that th» re«
Slav kingdom should ha-e C«e « roafcut«,
from below Fiume to abo« e Zsrs, iidajj.
tho por*, of Zengg, which lend» »Uilfu»
«.'dcrable development. Th« l>elmatiaa-«ja.
from Zara to th« River Kerente, being «a*

tially Italian, ws claim fei ou rieh m. *»
re t of Palmati«. down to « at « a ro Bad at.»

¡ng the city of Ragusa, ..-.! Iti »pleséaiar
bor of Gra-««*.«. wo lea- e t.. rata. Wi«..-,
even let her- h»\ a Beut« A!-»v i »

!the port ef San I'.'o'snri. *| Ifedqa. C*n,
aelf-go'-eriiing Albania »e wish to teàt
»n iTalian pi o'ectorste, in order to i«t*4t<-
ure «trife. which h di» il on of th« !«.«.«]»i.
'certainly foster, keeping only AvIobiíib
complete possession as a «ort of &sal*r.
For. though w«s de«rre the ti'moit «r*e*«t
of the new Serbian kingd'r-u, we ihsU i*

¡countenance its becoming a navil mm,
the Adriatic. <sur eiperlence with Air*
ha« taught u« that the. Adi »tie nuitU-
Italy wha' the Black Sea I« to Ruilii; w
lag short af thst «an Mlisf] u«

..When the wir is ended and th» AÜaii
victorious, as they ir,u»t be. I'sly'ia-n
tions will become realities the bai »i

Mgned by all the Allies before stefMh
tirtt ¡>hot---»nd then the wot id wi|lge»l»
ctedit for the vs. f ilurn \»;i which IBIH
ducted her part of the «»niggle."

All very wall. But if ll e ieat laid la
of Italy ««liould ganrr agi«: «e are lib*,
hear some one «luote Pa-

"l.e nez «i«- Cleopatre. ... it «. 14 -plna'«**.
¡a fat«' du monde eut «té changée"
New York. March «*.. [till V <_ th

A LESSON FROM SWITZERLAND
Preparedness Iheie Saved the; Nation from Being Overrun in the German

Attack on France.Weaker Belgium 1 lad to Take the
Blow.Let America Ponder.

i,'« l.i.tur ef 1 he l'i Ibas
Sir: The argument that prepare.it - an

universal sendee tend to breed ni
was brought up in somo of the speeel es mad
for the National Securi'y League last Wt-dn« I

Ighl With 10 much existing proof t

the contrary, this argument wo¦¦!.! b<
.. it not that this feeling .«.'en.-« »

t to au e irj degree la this conn

'

r.- Swiss system of universal service i

ip as a model, but prepararon and uni

renal Si rvice In connection with the Bsria
o.i to day ha-e not been u«e,l to poin

a moral.
Bwitserlsad, through propinquity sad inter

marriage, should have the hyphen problem t»
i the jrth power. To the west they have France
to the bouth Italy, to the east Austria-Hun

Igary Bad to the north Germany. Taking thi

.mir. at Geneva, where all signs are in Frencl

and where the French language predon.
as you journey the three or four hour« nortl
*.i Bssle the sigas and language begin U

clisnge from French to German, and thi
thought that occurs to an Ameritan is, "Hov

moro than extraordinary it .s that Switser
.land bus maintained her neutrality *»tid bar

not become involved ;n the war."
At Bssle there is a lalioBt of Bwisi laut

that BXteads OUt between the French and Ger

man frontiers. This salient Is occupied b]
Sa lia troops, and on either side arc erioampe«
the French und Germam, a contant source ol

irritation and temptation to one another, bul
not a shot crosses that salient, though the

¦hock of the big gum is piainly felt 1 h<
Swiss have made r»o attempt to threaten
either country si to what would happen II
they violated their neutrality, but last spring
when seven aeroplanes crossed the Swiis bor-

¿er while battling in the air. they were im«
mediately tired upon, and a little later when
at Lake Constance one of the Zeppelins drift-
ed across the line the same thing occurred.
I am told the bulle» . wer.» aimed to try to

bring theee aéroplane« down tne moment they
»tossed the border l.r.e. Can any on« doubt
that trie reason th.s i« possible is because
the army was mobilised; thft : hero was an

army to mobili-re. and finally that the people
wore Swiss, not Bwiss-Genaaas Bar
Trench !
The itory told me last summer by a

eoleuel of the Swiss army, as we sat outside
his villa, near Baile, with the wiadewa rat¬

tling from the vibration of the big guns, WBI
that w-hen the war clouds wem toeti ;o bo
gathering, about a year before the war. the
BwiSS invited the Kaiser to their autumn nia-
na-uvrei and ihowcd him their army corps.
¡equipped, armed and trained, and let him
weigh in th« balance that half-million men.
thoroughly prepared, against the advantages
to be gained by the uie of that Rhine. Valley
highway. It was that object leiion, that dis-
play «»i strength, the Sw'si f-nii!-.- believe,
tha» turned the acal«. It Is belie'ed
IfwiSS thai the lienerml Staff of ti.« l.erman
llf-mj compared aSwiUerland, with its active
armj of U-'.'wo men, its r»<»n.» »f nearly
«iOu.OUO man. making . total of 640,00", with
a population of 1,710,000, t-, Balgium, with its
stau.ling army Bf «"»MOO men, iti reserve of
labOUl 100,100, or a total of 360.ii'«n, a.«,,««, _

[ropulation «'f T.oOO.nO", ard decide,! the lees
difficult highway to conquer «4*1 Belgium
While the ¡swiia to-day are In 1 position of,
having to borrow . _-r.od deal of money be-'

atxtsu st money,time and
lelf-saeriftee to maintain (00,000 men on a

.tr footing for more than a year and a half,
still B0 one .an doubt that they are glad to

lacriftOB Bad are te a man thank¬
ing their stai- that they «.iiii not have to take

Belgium,
admitting these facts lesson **o ild

of all our countrymer It
boai out In every respect the propaganda of
preparedness and universel service. The ab-

of the nation, the stem resolve
rid tleir borders against agg-r

at r 0 BtSttsr what cost, Its neutrality again?t
every temptation, -.a as great and noble in its
way s« the bravery and courage of the at¬
tacked nations is in their.«-.
Wo grant that this kind of preparation

rr.ear.s heavy yearly expenditures, but, after
all, this expenditure is for insurance, and
the money comes out of one pocket and goes
irti) the other, and both pockets are in our
«,-. r. country, for, after ail, preparation will
mean money Hpent here and will go into
general circulation. The war has brought a
tide of money to our shore.--, which hsd bet-
ter be employed in preparing US, tso that we
nay keep it here, than to lie idle, a. tempta¬
tion to those from whose pockets it came.

With the example we have before us in
Bwitsorlasd it seems hard to believe that we
are not goii.g to ¡earn from their experience
that preparation and national service, far
from (polling tu.iitarism, make for patriot¬
ism, unity of interests ar.d thought«. It has
nade of a country beset both internally and
externally» by every temptation to violate
neutrality a country unshakable .n its resolve
to uei'er.d itself against the slightest aggres¬sion, hut not "by word or deed'' to become
lavelved in war. THOMAS C. CLABK1.

Nov. York, March 3. 191C

Christian Science and the Senses.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sil The letter of Adam M. Wilson in jourissue of March .> indicates that there are still
two people Mr. Wilson and the policeman to
whom he facetiously refers who e\en at
this lats date believe that I hristran Seien. I il
stoicism, a fool's paradise, blind optimism or
some other tornt of tomfoolery. But Mr.
Wi!«on and his "finest" friend should know
that Christian Science is just exactly wha*
itl name imp'ies namely, tha science of
right or sxact thtaking.
"Science reversei the fal^e testimony of the

writes Mn. Fddy on pag«1.0 of "Science and Health." "and by this re-
.or«:il mertali arriva at the fundamental facts
of being." la other word.«, the very evil con¬
dition!, whigh others believe to be« real and
impossible for them to escape from ( hnitian
Science can overcame proportionately to their
undei.«.tending of the omnipotence and omni¬
presence of good. Referring to God's abilityto supply our temporary needs, Jesus naid:
".Seek ye first the kingdom of Gad and his
righteousness, and all these things shall bosdded unto ) on "

V polieOBSBl may I nd some satisfaction in
¦tending by a flarnelesi, cast-off gas heater in
.«ro weather m the belief that » is practic¬ing Christian .Science, but the Christian Sci¬
entist, like other normal people, would, if he
[n'eded it and hi» duties would permit, go¦»here there was some heat. If his duties
would t.ot permit this, he BOUld depend with
coniiden.c upon the comfort being supplied in
some other practical way.

KOBLKT S. ROSS.
>Tew YorV, March 8. 1910.

SEAPLANES AS VESSE18.

Are They Primarily Air or Wit-
Craft?

To the Kdiior of 1 lie Tl I
Sir: To-day'« newr-papc« are win**

about the alleged cla««ificat on cf thekye**-
aeroplane land presumably th« I"*.»* W
alio a« s "vessel" and th« alleged "«.

bility of aircraft marMtf' ::eri m«*e*iaf *

Canada, the latter theory being <*"<**«t '

tha4 of "Henry ll'oodhouae née Cittitp
editor of "Flying' and go.er-.ir of the SB»

Ciub of America." A'ter.ti il ciM
the fact that this «lelinmon of a mi!**-*'
a "vesael" contradict« Secretary .»"""¦'
claim that a seaplane ii i '.marlly ai a

plane, and does not tome under Articli'
of the thirteenth co- rent I ef the *t%

Hague l onference, in anewer te aasaftas
attempt to t!a:m a hydro »e.-*plar.« '.i»""
se!.

It doe» r.ot seem po»i,h r --.i' S*«***-"
Bryan, BernstorrT and 'I-' rreetnid *?*

could have overlooked «. «n iffll**
item as the tac» that h;. üio-a*ropl«"M-*
been "vessels" m one sei.». liace th« aa

mer of 191:3. when the Depe ta -r.t al «a
merce announced Aeroi a ¦¦ P* .' :

191.'i it considered hydr«-aeroplan«« »».-

ing boats as "ve.*jels" *> I IJ» op«*.-*5'
the water aiiiaoul.î N the» «**t*8
with the ralea af the de| srtmeBt as Ml
rules of the road, el r*"*;,tj'>'
tine, and the net to be eaf« r«ed by Ctm*a
of customs end other ott'icer«

Albert l.ee Thurmsn, 10I :or fortlj/
partment, rendered si ofl il op:*!.«"
places liydro-ar-roplare- and flyiaatg <**J'
«1er eentrel el th« ¦. *"**o
through the ateaaiboBl " ¦*rrv**'?
reau of Navigation. "TOBJ .1 annul *"".'

Ural aviator to apply for a Ii '.is* 0BJ*"¿
new ruling, when he operate! a ^-'-t
ferry between Tar..pa an St "'."

Fla., the «*inter of 111 Aert*"»**;
p. :..". March i:.. IBM Aei-eaae*»"»»»
February tk\ 11* 1

A. C. Beech also shteiaed a '...*""',,
r.autic«, p. 1», October 30, 1M«>-JJLJannu« lic«i..*e trai re| «¦ w

In 1915 E. K. Jaquith. op« ratu g « Jjr*,.i.ger-cariying buainesi »nd *^ot,(ß1
.lantic City, was reu;, '""'¿i*'
and coniorni witii .¦' '*

tintguishers, lifo pte*e- ..»«*»"'
A» thia elasslfleatioi ''*',# «a

years old, it is obvious tl a» Herns'«*--
have ma»],. OSS of ¡I hsd it l***"1 *vprV^
Secretary Bryan took the \ e« .****. «rf
the fac: that the bvdia-seroplaae e«aa¡
boat »»ere motor boats abBB ('r*ri'u¿f.
aaten ef le I sited State«. tat *£
ws» prima: riy a«. ».t. ¡ska}»*legitimate article ef commerce, .'**".*
»nie ta belligerent » stieaa bj treat
neutral countr» ,., I

It it obviou« that a Kein»'' '.* ,'{,
registration of aircraft and li.-eaiiag ^
eratori i«. desirable, to avoid the P"*^ 1
of fort>*«ight difTei«!' *'.¦'¦' 'i*\.u»t''same end. which now e\ut "»ith **".

t
automobiles. Automobilist» have '"^V
¡years for a Federal law. withsel *""*T¿
start has now been mad« .*. .»r -3
flying machines ax coneern« I *1 jgof «"he Department of Commerc« ^g,¡Club of Pennsylvania a »«.»' or »« *«T.#gi
duc«d a bill for the Federal '*...' «.*
¡aircraft and licensing ««' l'',rr*tor,','ri. «*
some re««on it hat not been ¦'r',^#| P»
!«ral «täte« have already r**,fd. ,^«»ti
.with reipeet te regi«lrstion an«. »»ej
¡and it 1« hoped by ihoie who n*vf "^sl
oi acronautii-a at hesit that it w''^¡libte to ha\r a national utit « £*« «.jajfc.

, |;nF<t K 10>^
Fdttor of A*****9

I »New York, Feb. B, 191Ö-


